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St Ishmael Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting held in Llansaint Welfare Hall on 9th July 2024.
PRESENT: 


Cllr P Stephens, Cllr A Dalton, Cllr J Batte, Cllr J Holliday, Cllr H Gibbon, Cllr M Jones, Cllr P Thomas, Cllr S Wyld, Cllr D King, County Cllr LE Davies and J Rees (Clerk). 
Also in attendance: J Greenwell, L Siddall, S Jones, M Jones, N Della Porta and N Tidswell. 
In the Chair: Cllr P Stephens
1. Apologies for Absence

RESOLVED that apologies for absence be accepted from County Cllr C Davies.
2. Declaration of Interests
County Cllr L Davies, Cllr P Thomas and Cllr D King declared an interest in item 7 relating to Financial Assistance for Ferryside AFC. 
3. Public Participation
Mr S Jones spoke to the Council about the financial assistance request submitted to the Community Council from Ferryside AFC.
Ms Tidswell raised concerns with the Council regarding the potential plans for new drainage for the MUGA running into the gulley at the bottom of Briardale embankment and the general condition of the gulley especially the area which was below the level of the pipe. 

Mr Greenwell and Ms Siddall spoke to the Community Council about the new Ferryside.Wales online calendar which gives local businesses the opportunity to advertise events. 
All members of the public left the meeting.

The Clerk was instructed to contact CCC regarding any drainage that may be in place on Calon Y Fferi land and to write to Calon Y Fferi to inform them of the concerns of residents. It was agreed that Cllr Stephens and Cllr Batte would visit the area rented by the Community Council in the meantime. 
4. Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the meeting held on the 4th June 2024 – proposed by Cllr A Dalton and seconded by Cllr J Batte. 
5. Matters Arising

5.1 Update on the transfer of Salem Cemetery – The Clerk updated the Council that One Voice Wales had recommended Ungoed-Thomas & King Solicitors. The Clerk had approached Ungoed-Thomas and King and they were happy to represent the Community Councils interests in the transfer. A copy of the engagement letter setting out the terms and costs had been emailed to the Councillors ahead of the meeting. An advance payment of £500 had been requested by the solicitors and Client Information and Acceptance of Terms forms needed completion. Mr C Williams had agreed that the payment would be made by the Baptist Union and the Council agreed that the Clerk complete the necessary forms on their behalf.   
5.2 Update on the financial management – It was noted that the Clerk had contacted Barclays but they were unable to place any lower limit on business accounts. Therefore, this would fall on the Community Council to manage. 
5.3 Update on Highways Issues – The Clerk updated the Council that CCC had said more work was being done on the Queens rd in mid-June. The Council did not believe that this had been done. The Clerk was asked to ask the Council for an update. It was noted the financial constraints the County Council were now operating within. 
5.4 Update on the Audit Return 23-24 – The Clerk informed the Council that the Return had been submitted via Recorded Delivery and the Notice of Appointment had been published.
5.5 Update on new AED pads – the Clerk informed that Council that Mr G Jones had made the Clerk aware that the pads in the AEDs in Llansaint and Glantywi would need to be replaced in August. The Clerk had contacted Mr Gower of the Ambulance Trust but was advised that pads would now need to be purchased. Cllr J Batte proposed that the pads be purchased, this was seconded by Cllr Dalton. 
6. To receive items of correspondence
	No
	Subject
	From
	Action

	1
	Regional Transport Briefing
	Corporate Joint Committee of SW Wales
	The Clerk reminded the Cllrs of the invitation to attend the briefings. 

	2
	Poisoned dog
	B Searle
	The Council noted the concerns of Ms Searle but felt this was best dealt with by the DPP. 

	3
	Gates locked on Public footpaths
	R Williams
	Noted

	4
	Ferryside. Wales
	J Greenwell
	Noted – the Clerk was asked to send a thank you to Mr Greenwell. 

	5
	MUGA
	A Williams
	The Council noted the comments of Mr Williams and were thankful for his offers of help. It was felt that a solution needed to be found and Cllr Stephens and Cllr Batte would visit the sight again. 

	6
	Tree at Afon Tywi Bungalow
	D Jenkins
	The handyman would be asked to address the issue asap.

	7
	Salem Cemetery Consultation 
	C Vaughan
	Noted

	8
	NFP Workshops
	NFP
	Noted

	9
	D-Day Beacon Lighting
	N Rees, MWWFR
	Shared

	10
	D-Day
	Llansaint Welfare Hall
	Shared

	11
	Renewal Policy
	Zurich Municipal
	Noted

	12
	Innovative Practice Conference 
	OVW
	Noted

	13
	Core Hygiene 
	Core Hygiene Introduction
	Noted

	14
	Celtic Wildflowers
	OVW
	Shared

	15
	Latest News from Planning Aid Wales
	D Jefferys
	Noted

	16
	Sports Day
	H Williams
	Noted

	17
	Planning Applications 27/05/2024 - 31/05/2024
	CCC
	Noted

	18
	Celebrate Volunteers' Week & Discover Volunteering in Cwmaman!
	OVW
	Noted

	19
	School Transport Costs – thank you 
	T Gullick
	Noted

	20
	Period Dignity Distribution Point
	A Rees
	Shared

	21
	FSEG Financial Assistance – thank you
	J Greenwell
	Noted

	22
	Letter from Ken Skates MS, Cabinet Secretary for North Wales and Transport - 05-06-2024
	K Skates MS
	Noted

	23
	AGM Cylch Meithrin Glan y Fferi 22.05.24
	K Hayhurst
	Noted

	24
	Pale Field
	S Bizzell-Browning
	Shared

	25
	Salem Cemetery
	C Williams
	Noted

	26
	Spraying Quote
	Wenallt Spraying
	Shared

	27
	Councillor Induction, From A Clerk’s Perspective (Wales)
	OVW
	Noted

	28
	Salem Cemetery
	R Lewis, Ungoed Thomas & King Solicitors
	Shared

	29
	Community Transport Weninar
	OVW
	Shared

	30
	Monthly Meeting
	DPP
	Noted

	31
	Hanging Baskets
	Wrenvale
	Noted

	32
	Tidy Wales Awards
	OVW
	Noted

	33
	Planning Applications 03/06/2024 - 07/06/2024
	CCC
	Noted

	34
	CARMARTHENSHIRE (WAITING RESTRICTION AND STREET PARKING PLACES)
	CCC
	Shared

	35
	Information on requesting Financial Assistance
	S Jones
	Response sent by Clerk

	36
	Hywel Dda University Health Board Stakeholders Reference Group  Draft Minutes, 2 May 2024
	OVW
	Shared

	37
	Football Pitch
	P Lilly
	Response sent by Clerk

	38
	St Ishmael Highways Issues
	N Griffiths
	Noted

	39
	Multi Location Meetings
	OVW
	Noted

	40
	2023-24 Audit
	D Evans
	Noted

	41
	Your Council News
	CCC
	Shared

	42
	Ferryside Public Toilet Enquiry
	L Hurley
	Shared

	43
	Thank you for your recent payment
	Zurich Insurance
	Noted

	44
	TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE PEN Y BACK FERRYSIDE SA17 5UL
	CCC
	Shared

	45
	Pendragon Fireworks
	Invoice
	Noted

	46
	Ferryside Public Toilet Enquiry
	Cllr J James
	Noted

	47
	Wenallt Spraying Invoice
	Wenallt Spraying
	Noted

	48
	Carers Groups
	L Cummings
	Noted

	49
	Planning Applications 10/06/2024 - 14/06/2024
	CCC
	Noted

	50
	FS CASE REF 609926650 to15 26/7/24 near the slurry beds St Ishmael Ferryside SA17 5UA
	CCC
	Noted

	51
	Treatment of Weeds
	H Williams
	Noted

	52
	Active Travel Route Consultation
	M Rollason, KTC
	Shared

	53
	OVO Energy Bill
	OVO Energy
	Noted

	54
	Launch event video on You Tube - Biodiversity Resources
	OVW
	Shared

	55
	Event for Carms T&CCS during Wales Nature Week
	OVW
	Shared

	56
	VAT Claim Confirmation
	Gov.uk Team
	Noted

	57
	Code of Conduct Training - 28.06.24
	CCC
	Noted

	58
	Ferryside Public Toilets – meeting request
	S Rees
	Shared

	59
	Introduction Letter & Request for Support - Dyfed-Powys Neighbourhood Watch Network Association
	A Owen
	Shared

	60
	Youth Engagement Webinar
	OVW
	Noted

	61
	Planning Applications 17/06/2024 - 21/06/2024
	CCC
	Noted


7. Financial Assistance Request

The Clerk reminded the Council of the amount of money remaining in the Financial Assistance Budget before presenting an application for Financial Assistance from the following:

Ferryside AFC – Cllr Batte proposed a donation of £250. Cllr Wyld submitted a counter proposal of £160 based on the approximate amount for providing a ball for each home game, this was seconded by Cllr Gibbon. 

 The Clerk was asked to draft a cheque and issue with a letter congratulating Ferryside AFC on their success.
County Cllr L Davies, Cllr P Thomas and Cllr D King declared an interest and left the room.

8. To Approve the following Accounts for payment 
FSEG – MUGA monthly standing charge June - £10.00

Julie Rees – Clerk’s salary June 2024 – £627.90
Julie Rees – Travelling expenses - £28.62
Julie Rees – General expenses - £46.24
Mr M Leefe – Handyman June hours - £625.00
Mr M Leefe – Monthly Tender to cut periphery of playing field - £150.00

OVO Energy – All Saints Church Electricity Standing Charge and usage £24.15
Wenallt Spraying – Tender – 4th cut of playing field – NET £300.00 VAT £60.00 GROSS £360.00
Wenallt Spraying – 5th cut of the playing field – NET £300.00 VAT £60.00 GROSS £360.00 

Wenallt Spraying – Treatment of Football Pitch – NET £185.00 VAT £37.00 GROSS £222.00
SC Jones – Internal Audit – NET £150.00 VAT £30.00 GROSS £180.00
Ferryside RFC – Re-issue of cheque 103431 (2023-24 yr) - £500.00
Pendragon Fireworks – Beacon Hire – NET £100.00 VAT £20.00 GROSS £120.00

Ferryside Social & Welfare Association – Storge Room Hire and Meeting Room Hire - £400.00

Ferryside AFC – Donation - £160.00

It was noted that no invoice had been received from N&L Limited and that no fees would need to be paid to Ungoed-Thomas & King. 
All payments were proposed for payment by Cllr J Batte and this was seconded by Cllr A Dalton. All in agreement.
RESOLVED that the cheques be duly signed.
9. Ferryside Public Toilets
The Clerk informed the Council about a meeting attended by County Cllr L Davies, Cllr P Stephens and the Clerk with representatives of the County Council. 
The County Council were looking to asset transfer the public toilets in Ferryside to the Community Council to make budget savings.

The Clerk presented the annual costs to the Council including a breakdown of electricity, water costs, cleaning costs and maintenance costs. 
Concerns were raised on the additional budget pressures this would place on the Community Council. 

Cllr M Jones proposed that the Clerk ask CCC for footfall details and if the building had been surveyed plus contact other similar size CC taking over public toilets. This was seconded by Cllr J Batte.
10. Christmas Lights Tender
The Clerk sought permission to go out to Tender on the Christmas lights in Llansaint and Ferryside. This was agreed unanimously. It was also agreed that the prices would be presented to the Council in September. 
11. Quarterly Budget Return
The Clerk presented the Quarterly Budget Return.  
It was noted that the following payments had been received:

1/3 of the precept payment = £12,746.34
Barclays Interest = £122.51
VAT payment (although this did not form part of the April – June return) = £2982.52

The Quarterly Budget was proposed for acceptance and publication by Cllr J Batte and seconded by Cllr A Dalton. 
12. Review of Investment Strategy
The Clerk presented the Investment Strategy for 2024-25. Cllr Batte proposed the Investment Strategy be accepted; this was seconded by Cllr Dalton. 

13. Review of Training Policy and Plan
The Clerk presented the training Policy and Plan for review.
Cllr Batte proposed that the Policy be accepted and that the Plan be amended as necessary to reflect the training needs of the Council. This was seconded by Cllr Dalton. 
14. Any Other Business
14.1 Cllr M Jones asked if the Clerk could make enquiries about the Caravan Park planning process. This was agreed.
14.2 Cllr J Batte asked if the Clerk could write to the Vicars to thank them both for their contribution to the community. This was agreed.
14.3 Cllr A Dalton asked if summer flowers could be placed in the Llansaint planters.
14.4 Cllr A Dalton informed the Council that a new headteacher would be starting in Ferryside School and pupil numbers would fall to 26 in September. 
14.5 Cllr S Wyld enquired about the hanging baskets. The Clerk explained that they were only being fed and watered once a week by the handyman due to the rainfall.
14.6 Cllr S Wyld enquired about the hedge along Carmarthen Road.
14.7 Cllr P Thomas informed the Council that the Ferryside Carnival was being held on the 20th July. Permission was granted to park on the field if not too wet. Care should be taken of the row of trees. 
14.8 Cllr Thomas raised concerns about the verges in the village which had in the main not been cut. The Clerk was asked to raise with Highways again. 
14.9 Cllr Batte raised concern about the verges along Tripenhad Road.

14.10 Cllr M Jones raised concerns about the surface of the road near the Iscoed where vehicles were having to drive in the middle of the road. The Clerk was asked to report this.
14.11 Cllr J Batte raised concerns regarding the road surface near Cwm Mill. The Clerk was asked to report this.
14.12 Cllr M Jones asked the Clerk to chase up an update from Go Safe regarding the speeding enforcement in Ferryside. The Clerk was asked to report this.
14.13 Cllr J Batte reported the drain towards Keepers Cottage was blocked and needed cleaning by CCC. The Clerk was asked to report this.
14.14 Cllr J Batte asked if two replacement trees might be purchased for the avenue of trees on the Pale Field. The Clerk would ask the Handyman to report back on prices for replacement.
14.15 Cllr S Wyld reported that the road near Broadway Junction required cleaning as mud was making the road slippery. The Clerk was asked to report this.
14.16 Cllr H Gibbon again raised concerns regarding the poor visibility on the junction from Llansaint turning right onto Hewl Hir. The Clerk was asked to report this.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 21:30. 
Next meeting would be on the 3rd September 2024
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