[image: image1.emf] 

     
St Ishmael Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting held in Ferryside Village Hall on 12th November 2024.
PRESENT: 


Cllr P Stephens, Cllr A Dalton, Cllr J Holliday, Cllr Gibbon, Cllr Batte, Cllr Thomas, County Cllr LE Davies (late) and J Rees (Clerk). 
In the Chair: Cllr P Stephens
1. Apologies for Absence

RESOLVED that apologies for absence be accepted from Cllr King and Cllr Wyld. 
2. Declaration of Interests

No declarations of interest were made.
3. Public Participation
It was noted that no members of the public were in attendance.
4. Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the meeting held on the 1st October 2024 – proposed by Cllr Dalton and seconded by Cllr Holliday. 
5. Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on the 27th September 2024 - proposed by Cllr J Holliday and seconded by Cllr Dalton.
6. Matters Arising
6.1 Update on the Christmas Trees – The Clerk informed the Council that the Christmas trees had been collected and erected. Thanks were given to Cllr Thomas. The barriers would be erected shortly, and RT Electric would collect the lights for testing on Wednesday prior to the lights being placed on the trees. 
It was noted that the Ferryside Christmas Lights would be switched on at 6:30pm on Saturday, 30th November. Thanks were extended to the Ferry Cabin for organising the event. Llansaint Christmas Lights would be switched on at 5:30pm on Saturday, 7th December. Thanks were extended to Llansaint Welfare Hall for organising the event. 
6.2 Update on Orchard Package – The Clerk updated the Council that the application for the Orchard Package had been successful and would include 12 fruit trees, 320 native bulbs and 2 recycled plastic benches. The Clerk and Chair would meet with Keep Wales Tidy Project Officer in the coming weeks to agree an area to develop. It was agreed that the most suitable place would be near the Children’s Play Area.   
6.3 Update on AEDs – The Clerk updated the Council that the Glan Tywi Defibrillator was now working. The Broadlay and Broadway AEDs had needed replacement pads due to the expiry dates approaching, therefore the Clerk had ordered the pads costing £130 NET, £26 VAT and £156 GROSS. It was agreed that the Clerk would be reimbursed as part of the accounts for payment. The Clerk informed the Council that the Broadlay defibrillator was out of service for the second time in a few months. The Council agreed that the Clerk return the defibrillator along with a letter of concern regarding the ongoing issues. 
6.4 Update on Hedge cutting – The Clerk updated the Council that the hedge along Carmarthen Road had been cut by Wenallt Spraying on the 1st November. The Council were satisfied with the work. 
6.5 Update on Bridleway Maintenance – The Clerk updated the Council that Wenallt Spraying intended to do one last cut of the Bridleways later in the Autumn. This was noted as being acceptable to the Council. 
6.6 Update on 4 Maes Yr Eglwys, Llansaint - Enforcement Appeal Consultation ENF/00712 – The Clerk informed the Council that a letter of appeal had been submitted to Planning Enforcement by Mr and Mrs Stone, the Clerk had subsequently sent a letter of support for the appeal as agreed in the previous CC meeting.
6.7 Update on Audit 2023-24 – The Clerk updated the Council on the results of the 2023-24 Audit which had been received a few hours prior to the meeting. The Council noted the unqualified Audit opinion and the recommendation. It was agreed that the Clerk proceed to follow the correct procedure to publish the results. 
7 To receive items of correspondence
	No
	Subject
	From
	Action

	1
	We’re reducing the interest rate on your business account
	Barclays
	The Clerk updated the Council that the rate of interest on the Business Account would be reducing from 1st December. This was noted.

	2
	Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales – Draft Annual Report
	IRP
	The Clerk updated the Council that there was no change to the mandate from last year. This was noted.

	3
	Bank & Footpath 62/11
	N Tidswell
	The Clerk read correspondence from Ms Tidswell. The Clerk had responded to the initial enquiry, and County Cllr Davies was liaising with the County Council to arrange a site visit.

	4
	Inquiry Regarding Ownership of the Football Pitch in Ferryside
	L Thomas
	The Clerk read the correspondence from Ms Thomas enquiring regarding providing refreshment on match days on the Pale Field. Cllr Thomas proposed a site meeting with Ms Thomas, this was seconded by Cllr Batte.

	5
	Pay Agreement for 2024-25
	OVW
	The Clerk presented the Pay Agreement for 2024-25 to the Council. This would mean an increase to £7,852.32 per annum. Although it was noted that the Clerks hours would soon change which would cause a further increase. It would mean a back payment to 1st April which would amount to £166.32.  Cllr Batte proposed the pay award be accepted and back dated to 1st April 2024, this was seconded by Cllr Thomas. 

	6
	Resignation Letter
	VM Jones
	The Clerk read the letter of resignation from Mr Jones. It was agreed that the Clerk contact CCC to start the process of electing / co-opting a new Cllr and send a letter of thanks to Mr Jones for his service. Due to the vacancies this left, Cllr Thomas proposed that Cllr Stephens become an additional bank signatory, this was seconded be Cllr Dalton. Cllr Thomas proposed that Cllr Holliday join the Salem Cemetery Working Group and the Burial Authority as a replacement for former Cllr Jones, this was seconded by Cllr Dalton. 

	7
	Purchase of Salem Cemetery
	Ungoed Thomas & King
	The Clerk presented several documents from the solicitors that needed to be considered. It was agreed that the Cemetery Committee would review the documents in further detail and report back to the CC in December. 

	8
	Your defibrillator pads will expire in 30 days
	The Circuit
	Shared

	9
	Invitation to Participate in the Rural Housing Action Guide for Wales Project Online Survey
	OVW
	Noted

	10
	EMERGENCY ROAD CLOSURE: U2231 KIDWELLY SA17 5AS
	CCC
	Shared

	11
	REMINDER - WELSH GOVERNMENT FREE PLACES
	OVW
	Noted

	12
	Rural services and assets survey Cymru Wledig LPIP
	Via OVW
	Noted

	13
	We urgently need you to get your defibrillator S/N X18D018793 back to emergency ready
	The Circuit
	Noted

	14
	ENF/02315 - Village Stores, Eva Terrace, Ferryside, SA17 5SF
	Via County Cllr L Davies
	Shared

	15
	Application for road closure C2074 Broadway
	CCC
	Shared

	16
	Request for Support
	E Jones, Urdd Gobaith Cymru 
	Shared

	17
	Ferryside Signal Box Decommissioning 
	T Roberts, Network Rail
	Shared

	18
	Christmas 2023 and 2024 lights - St Ishmaels Community Council
	R Parker, NGED
	Noted

	19
	Invitation to attend A French Evening Fundraiser 19th Oct . 7pm.
	KTC
	Shared

	20
	Planning Applications 30/09/2024 - 04/10/2024
	CCC
	Noted

	21
	Temporary road closure: U2232 Tanylan-Broadway, Llansaint SA17 5HX
	CCC
	Shared

	22
	Thank you for ordering from Primary Care Supplies - Order Reference 6000023640
	Primary Care Supplies
	Noted

	22
	Grant Opportunity - COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES FOR BIODIVERSITY
	OVW
	Noted

	23
	Senedd Inquiry into the role, governance and accountability of the Community and Town Council sector.
	OVW
	Noted

	24
	Calon Tân - Autumn Edition 2024
	Via OVW
	Shared

	25
	Virtual Hearing Sessions Joining Instructions
	LDP Examination
	Noted

	26
	Invitation: Wellbeing Economy Cymru Festival of Ideas
	OVW
	Noted

	27
	Next Pethau Bychain Meeting
	OVW
	Noted

	28
	Rural services and assets survey Cymru Wledig LPIP
	OVW
	Noted

	29
	Burial Authority Advice B1
	A Harries, OVW
	Noted 

	30
	Date Amendment Funding, Grants and Precept Setting Councils Connect
	OVW
	Shared

	31
	Notice of FSEG AGM 2024 poster
	J Greenwell
	Noted

	32
	Pension Credit Subgroup
	OVW
	Noted

	33
	Radio Glangwili
	Mr I Williams
	Noted

	34
	IMPACT - Llais monthly newsletter
	Llais
	Shared

	35
	Practice Development Note (9) Terms of Reference for Council Meetings
	OVW
	Shared

	36
	Communities for Work +
	G Price
	Noted

	37
	Local Places for Nature - Orchard Outcome
	Places for Nature
	Shared

	38
	Planning Applications 07/10/2024 - 11/10/2024
	CCC
	Noted

	39
	WDM Ltd - Enquiry System
	M Jones, CCC
	Noted

	40
	One Voice Wales response to the Senedd Inquiry for Community and Town Councils
	OVW
	Shared

	41
	Digital Health Checks and Community of Practice
	OVW
	Shared

	42
	OVO Energy Bill
	OVO
	Noted

	43
	Funding News from the Cost of Living Crisis Support Team
	OVW
	Shared

	44
	Planning Applications 14/10/2024 - 18/10/2024
	CCC
	Shared

	45
	Your recent submission TAA-88587-24-6363-03
	DPP
	Shared 

	46
	Carmarthen Area Committee Meeting
	OVW
	Shared

	47
	Model Financial Regulations 2024
	OVW
	Shared

	48
	Upcoming Network Event with Planning Aid Wales
	OVW
	Shared

	49
	Annual Financial Timetable of Actions
	OVW
	Shared

	50
	𝐅𝐞𝐞𝐝𝐛𝐚𝐜𝐤 𝐍𝐞𝐞𝐝𝐞𝐝! (New Biodiversity Resources)
	OVW
	Noted 

	51
	Urdd Support
	Urdd
	Noted

	52
	Wellbeing Economy Cymru Festival of Ideas
	OVW
	Noted

	53
	Town & Community Councils Update
	CCC
	Shared

	54
	
	OVW
	Shared

	55
	Invoice
	Wenallt Spraying
	Noted

	56
	Department of Work and Pension Scam
	OVW
	Shared

	57
	Radio Glangwili Support
	I Williams 
	Noted

	58
	Planning Applications 21/10/2024 - 25/10/2024
	CCC
	Noted

	59
	KWT Orchard Package
	H Mackie
	Shared

	60
	PL/08323 - Planning application consultation
	CCC
	Shared

	61
	Audit Query
	J Powell
	Shared


8 To consider planning applications:
The Clerk presented the planning application for PL/08323 - Proposed alterations to existing hotel function suite to include new access lobby area, upgrade to toilets and additional storage areas - Three Rivers Hotel, Ferryside, SA17 5TU  

No objections were raised.
County Cllr Davies joined the meeting. 

9 Financial Assistance Requests

The Clerk presented three Financial Assistance requests along with reminding the Council of the current position with the budget in relation to the donations and that any further donations would need to be funded from the reserves:
Cllr Batte raised concerns that the budget had already been exceeded and felt this was an area that needed to be re-considered during the budget discussions for the new financial year.

Wales Air Ambulance – Cllr Gibbon felt strongly that a £250 donation should be made to the Wales Air Ambulance from the reserves, this was seconded by Cllr Thomas. 

Urdd Gobaith Cymru – the request was noted
Radio Glangwili - the request was noted. 

It was resolved that the Clerk draft a cheque for £250.00 for Wales Air Ambulance, the other requests would be noted. 
10 To Approve the following Accounts for payment 
FSEG – MUGA monthly standing charge October - £10.00
Julie Rees – Clerk’s salary October salary at the new rate – £654.36
Julie Rees – Travelling expenses Oct - £19.64
Julie Rees – General expenses Oct - £23.35
Julie Rees – Clerk’s back pay to 1st April at new rate - £166.32

Julie Rees – refund for AED pads – NET £130 VAT £26 GROSS £156

HM Revenue & Customers – NI Employer Contribution _ £8.65

Mr M Leefe – Handyman October hours - £625.00
OVO Energy – All Saints Church Electricity Standing Charge and usage £29.26
Wenallt Spraying – MUGA Works – NET £300 VAT £60.00 GROSS £360 

Wenallt Spraying – Hedge cutting – NET £250 VAT £50.00 GROSS £300
Robert Morgan & Sons Ltd – 2 x Nordman Fir Christmas Trees – NET £420 VAT £84 GROSS £504

Wales Air Ambulance – Donation - £250.00

All payments were proposed for payment by Cllr Dalton and seconded by Cllr Holliday. All in agreement.

RESOLVED that the cheques be duly signed. 
11. Consultation on Extending of the Carmarthenshire County Council (Dog Control) Public Spaces Protection Order 2016
The Clerk presented the consultation to the Community Council, it was agreed that a letter raising the concerns of the Community Council would be sent in response to the Consultation. It was also agreed that Ferryside AFC should participate in the initiative to gather crucial evidence regarding dog fouling on playing fields across the county

12. Model Financial Regulations 2024
The Clerk presented the Model Financial Regulations for Community and Town Councils in Wales. The Clerk reminded the Council that Councillors are expected to follow these regulations, failure to do so will bring the office of councillor into disrepute. 
It was decided that all members would take more time to read the regulations and this would be revisited in the December meeting. 

13. Burial Authority Terms of Reference
The Clerk presented the Burial Authority Terms of Reference. After due consideration the Terms of Reference were proposed for approval by Cllr A Dalton, this was seconded by Cllr Gibbon. 
14. Clerks Contract of Employment  
The Clerk presented the new Contract of Employment with Green Book terms from NALC and SLCC which was necessary due to the change in the contract terms and the increase in the Clerks hours.
The new hours would result in an increase in salary to £8,226.24 per annum. 
Cllr Batte proposed that the new contract and hours be accepted and be introduced from 1st December 2024, this was seconded by Cllr Holliday. 
15. Any Other Business
a. Cllr Batte reminded the Clerk of the need to purchase a Council mobile phone. 
b. Cllr Batte made the Council aware that a letter had been presented to the Clerk from a member of the Community wishing to become a member of the Community Council. The Clerk would ensure the request was on the Agenda for the December meeting. 

c. Cllr Batte raised concerns with County Cllr Davies that the safety railings opposite Cwm Mill remained damaged.

d. Cllr Batte raised the issue of a large branch on the side of the road near Trecor looking dangerous if it were to fall.

e. Cllr Dalton was concerned about mud on the roads in Llansaint.

f. Cllr Dalton informed the Council that a report had been made regarding an incident of slurry being spread after the 31st October in Llansaint to National Resources Wales.
g.  Cllr Dalton made the Council aware that residents of Heol Gwernmont were having difficulties with parking near their properties. This had also been raised with County Cllr Davies. 
h. County Cllr Davies made the Council aware of proposed new changes to recycling in Carmarthenshire from 2026 with the use of hessian bags for different types of recycling. 

i. County Cllr Davies made the Council aware of proposed new changes to black bin collections from 2026, with collections potentially changing to every 4 weeks.

j. Cllr Gibbon enquired about the current position of the Queens Road and raised concerns about the road surface from Llansaint – Tanylan. 
k. Cllr Thomas enquired on the current situation with the Public Toilets. 
l. Cllr Thomas informed the Council that a local resident had turned 104 and suggested sending a card to mark the occasion. This was agreed. 
m. Cllr Thomas informed the Council that the overhanging branches in Broadlay were making it difficult for high sided vehicles.
n. Cllr Thomas reported that National Trust Land on the Coast Road needed to be cut back. 
o. Cllr Holliday raised concerns that several warning signs were being obscured by overgrowth around the village including at the Crossroads on the Portway.
p. Cllr Holliday raised concern that the passing area near the fjord was being blocked by a van. 
q. Cllr Dalton informed the Council that the Remembrance wreaths had been placed on behalf of the Community Council. The Council thanked Cllr Dalton and Cllr Holliday for doing so. 

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 20:30.
It was agreed that the next meeting would be on the 3rd December 2024 in Llansaint Welfare Hall.
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