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St Ishmael Community Council

DRAFT Minutes of the Meeting held in Ferryside Village Hall on 8th July 2025.
PRESENT: 


Cllr P Stephens, Cllr Holliday, Cllr Gibbon, Cllr Siddall, Cllr George, Cllr King, Cllr Batte, Cllr Dalton, Cllr Harding, Cllr Afzal, Cllr Thomas (late) County Cllr LE Davies (late), and J Rees (Clerk). 
Also in attendance: Mrs Daniels and Mr Baker from HWB Llansaint CIC. 
In the Chair: Cllr P Stephens
1. Apologies for Absence

RESOLVED that apologies for absence be accepted from Cllr Wyld. 
2. Declaration of Interests

Cllr Batte declared an interest in planning PL/09483

Cllr Dalton declared an interest in planning PL/09150

Cllr Thomas declared an interest in 6.4 and 13.12
3. Public Participation
It was noted that no members of the public were in attendance. 
4. HWB Llansaint CIC

The Community Council were pleased to welcome two members of HWB Llansaint CIC. Mr Baker and Mrs Daniels spoke to the Community Council about their plans for the future of the former Band Room. The members were given the opportunity to ask questions about the project.
The Chair thanked Mr Baker and Mrs Daniels before they left the meeting.

5. Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the meeting held on the 10th June 2025 – proposed by Cllr Harding and seconded by Cllr George. 
6. Matters Arising
Cllr Thomas joined the meeting. 

6.1 Update on Letters regarding Save Our Sands –  The Clerk informed the Council that letters had been sent to CCC Flood Défense and Coastal Protection Team, NRW, Network Rail and Crown Estates. Responses had not yet been received. 
6.2 Update on the concrete posts at Bryn Edda – The Clerk confirmed that the posts had now been removed with thanks to Cllr Gibbon for his assistance in resolving the matter.  
6.3 Update on the Llansaint / Broadway planters – The Clerk updated the Council that following the agreement that a £50 budget be granted, the handyman had bought shrubs and compost for the Broadway planter. The planters in Llansaint, with limited space, had been planted with flowers grown from seed by the handyman. Cllr Dalton disputed that anything had been done to the planters in Llansaint. No additional budget or plan was agreed. 
6.4 Update on Community Benefits Workshop – The Chair updated the Council on the information that was provided at the Community Benefits Workshop attended by the Chair, Cllr Gibbon and Cllr Siddall (a copy of the Community Benefits Offer Position Statement had been emailed to members prior to the meeting, paper copies were also made available). Cllr Afzal pointed out that there was no mention of Llansaint in the Position Statement, it was agreed that the Clerk write to Heolddu Solar Farm Team to bring this to their attention.
The Clerk reminded the Council of the Code of Conduct and that members needed to seriously consider if they should Declare an Interest in matters relating to the Solar Farm. Advice and dispensation forms had been emailed / posted but were also available at the meeting. Following a discussion, it was proposed by Cllr Batte that a Council dispensation to speak and vote be sought as the Solar Farm would impact all members of the community, this was seconded by Cllr Gibbon. This was carried in a vote of 8 in favour and 3 against. The Clerk reminded the members again that anyone with individual interests would need to declare them and consider seeking dispensation.
Cllr Thomas declared an interest in this matter. 
6.5 Update on the broken swing in Ferryside Play Area – The Clerk updated the Council that replacing the swing seat to the Kompan original would costs £250 or a swing seat from Urban Recreation would be £155.00 plus VAT. With an additional charge £65 plus VAT for installing the seat when next in the area. Both seats met with the safety requirements of EN1176. Cllr Harding proposed the £155 swing seat be ordered, this was seconded by Cllr Thomas. 
6.6 Update on replacing the wood on the bench on the Cliff Path – The Clerk informed the Council that replacing the wood on the Cliff Path bench would cost £65.00. Cllr Batte proposed that the wood be replaced by the handyman, this was seconded by Cllr Dalton. 
6.7 Update on the Three Rivers AED – the Clerk informed the Council that the Three Rivers AED needed new pads and had been ordered from Primary Care at a cost of £68.64 (inc postage) plus VAT. As previously agreed, the pads had been ordered by the Clerk and delivered. 
6.8 Update on Utility Direct Debit payments – The Clerk updated the Council that advice had been sought from One Voice Wales and Barclays bank. The Clerk quoted the Finance Regulations which stated that “a minimum of two people will be involved in any online approval process” but Barclays did not seem to have any online approval process to facilitate this. Cllr Batte proposed that the Clerk go back to OVW and Barclays to seek further advice and proceed with the direct debit if this could be done in a way that satisfied the Regulations, this was seconded by Cllr Dalton. 
7. To receive items of correspondence
	No
	Subject
	From
	Action

	1
	Fly-tipping 
	S Adams
	Mr Adams had raised concerns with the Clerk regarding fly-tipping on the coastal road. County Cllr Davies had been in touch with NRW and was waiting for a reply. 

	2
	Zoll AEDs
	M Gower
	The Clerk informed the Council that the warranties on the Zoll AEDs were running out and they may wish to replace them over the next couple of years. This would need to be considered when setting the precept in January 2026.

	3
	Level Crossing Changes
	Network Rail
	Network Rail had written to the Clerk to ask which groups might be interested in meeting with NR to discuss the upcoming changes to the Level Crossing. The Clerk would report back to NR with the agreed list. 

	4
	Cutting trees on bank behind 2 Pale Cottages
	D Cuff
	Shared

	5
	Clinical Services Plan Consultation: Invitation to a meeting for Town and Community Councils (Carmarthenshire – 9 June 2025)
	Hywel Dda Engagement
	Shared

	6
	IMPORTANT _ PLEASE READ Submission of information for audit
	D Evans
	Noted

	7
	Broken Swing in the Playground
	H Powell
	Noted

	8
	IMPORTANT Representatives to attend Meetings
	OVW
	Noted

	9
	Utility Bill
	F Hughes
	Noted

	10
	TRAINING DATES - JUNE - SEPTEMBER 2025
	OVW
	Shared

	11
	Broken Swing in the Playground
	J Widdas
	Noted

	12
	Allotment and Community Growing Grant
	Community Bureau 
	Shared

	13
	Three Rivers Cockling
	N Wyer
	Noted

	14
	PL/09150 - Planning application consultation
	Planning Consultations
	Noted

	15
	Price Increases Incoming - Act Now
	Utility Aid
	Shared

	16
	Cost of Living Crisis Project - Upcoming Online Events
	OVW
	Noted

	17
	IMPORTANT _ PLEASE READ Submission of information for audit
	D Evans
	Noted

	18
	IMPACT - Llais monthly newsletter
	Llais
	Shared

	19
	Community Benefits Workshop
	Heolddu Solar Farm
	Shared

	20
	Planning Applications 09/06/2025 - 13/06/2025
	CCC
	Noted

	21
	Confirmation of Receipt of St Ish CC Allowances
	Remuneration Team
	Noted

	22
	FREE All Wales Training
	CCC
	Noted

	23
	FS-CASE-NUMBER 71859908 TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE 25.08.25 C2119 NEAR BRYNERYL, FERRYSIDE PORTWAY SA17 5UD
	CCC
	Shared

	24
	Declaration of Interest - Solar Farm
	R Edgecombe
	Advice shared with all Councillors via email / post.

	25
	Updated Practice Development Notes
	OVW
	Noted

	26
	Website
	Llansaint Welfare Hall
	Noted

	27
	Carmarthenshire Area Committee Meeting 1st July
	OVW
	Shared

	28
	One Voice Wales E Bulletin - Issue 5
	OVW
	Shared

	29
	PL/09483 - Planning application consultation
	Planning Consultations
	Shared

	30
	Planning Applications 16/06/2025 - 20/06/2025
	Planning Consultations
	Shared

	31
	Direct Debits
	A Harries
	Noted

	32
	FS-CASE-Number 724309827 TO15 U2212 BROADLAY, FERRYSIDE SA17 5UB 27/11/25 NETWORK
	CCC
	Shared

	33
	Town & Community Councils Update
	CCC
	Shared

	34
	Community Council Meeting
	P Baker
	Noted

	35
	Child Poverty Strategy for Wales – Lived Experience Engagement Exercise
	OVW
	Shared

	36
	Meeting
	P Emmett
	Noted

	37
	PL/09150 CC extension granted
	A Davies, CCC
	Noted


8. Planning Applications for consideration
PL/09483 - Outline Planning Application for two residential building plots with some matters reserved - Plots adjacent to Stretford End, Tripenhad Road, Ferryside, SA17 5RS 
The Council examined the plans for the site. Cllr Siddall proposed that the Clerk email the Planning Consultation Team to bring to their attention that access should only be given onto Tripenhad Road (not the Portway) and that due to the increasing flooding in the area it was imperative that water be controlled onsite, this was seconded by Cllr King. 

Cllr Batte declared an interest and left the room during the discussion.
PL/09150 - Change of use of former church school to form a community building, café, shop and ancillary community function rooms, including ancillary work associated with a change of use - Old Church School, Maes Yr Eglwys, Llansaint, Kidwelly, SA17 5JE 
The Council examined the plans for the site and noted the letters sent by members of the public on the Planning portal. Cllr Afzal proposed that a brief email of support be sent, this was seconded by Cllr Gibbon. 

Cllr Dalton declared an interest and left the room during the discussion.  
9. To Approve the following Accounts for payment 
FSEG – MUGA monthly standing charge - £10.00

Julie Rees – Clerk’s salary – £685.52
Julie Rees – Travelling expenses - £10.13
Julie Rees – General expenses - £26.91
Julie Rees – Reimbursement for ipad SP1 AED pads - £82.37 

(NET £68.64 VAT £13.73 GROSS £82.37)
HM Revenue and Customs - £40.28
Mr M Leefe – Handyman hours and materials - £735.97
Mr M Leefe – Grass Cutting Tender (Cut of Field Boundary) - £150.00
OVO Energy – All Saints Church Electricity Standing Charge and usage - £56.41
Wenallt Spraying – Grass Cutting Tender (Cut of Pale Field) NET £300 VAT £60 GROSS £360
Wenallt Spraying – Brideway Tender – NET £ VAT £ GROSS £280 VAT £56 GROSS £336
CCC – Refuse Collection - £600
Pendragon Fireworks – Beacon Hire – NET £100 VAT £20 GROSS £120

SSE Energy Solutions – Ferryside Christmas lights – NET £152.54 VAT £7.63 GROSS £160.17 
All payments were proposed for payment by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Dalton. All in agreement.

RESOLVED that the cheques be duly signed. 
10. Quarterly Budget
The Clerk presented the Quarterly Budget Return.  

It was noted that the following payments had been received:

1/3 of the precept payment = £13,277

Barclays Interest = £146.34

The Quarterly Budget was proposed for acceptance and publication by Cllr J Batte and seconded by Cllr A Dalton. 
11. Terms of Reference 
The Clerk reminded the Council that Terms of Reference would need to be in place for any future committees and working groups before they were set up. It was noted that Terms of Reference were already in place for the Burial Authority. 

12. Review of Investment Strategy 2025-26
The Clerk presented the Investment Strategy for 2025-26. Cllr Batte proposed the Investment Strategy be accepted; this was seconded by Cllr Dalton. 
13. Any Other Business
13.1  Cllr Batte informed the Council that the gulley on the Cliff Path was full and needed to be cleaned.
13.2  Cllr Batte informed the Council that the top of the rail near Keepers Cottage needed repair.
13.3  Cllr Batte informed the Council that the bush on the Pale Field needed to be cut. 
13.4  Cllr Batte asked if the Privet Hedge on the Cliff Path could be cut. The Clerk agreed to ask the County Council.
13.5  Cllr Batte sought confirmation from the Community Council that the Probation Service had been given permission to dig up the car park corner (nearest the school) due to the invasive weed. This had previously been agreed. 
13.6  Cllr George reminded the Clerk about the dog banner for the Pale Field.
13.7  Cllr George asked for an update on the Public Toilets. The Clerk informed the Council that it was understood that there would be no imminent changes to the public toilets. 
13.8  Cllr George asked the Clerk to add an Agenda item to the September meeting for stepping stones to be placed across Ystrad Stream.  
13.9  Cllr Thomas asked the Council for permission to use the Pale Field during the Ferryside Carnival on the 19th July, this was agreed subject to the standard conditions.
13.10 Cllr Thomas raised concern regarding the overgrowth on the Coast Road making it difficult to drive high sided vehicles, this was understood to be National Trust land.
13.11 Cllr Thomas raised concern regarding the poor state of the Queens Road. 
13.12 Cllr Thomas informed the Council that the cockle beds were to open on the 16th July. Concern was raised that due to the restrictions on the other beds on the Estuary that more cocklers may wish to use Ferryside to launch their boats on the weekends. 
Cllr Thomas declared an interest in the matter and reminded the Council of the dispensation granted to speak on the matter.

Cllr Afzal left the meeting 

13.13 Cllr Dalton raised concern about the planters in Llansaint. It was pointed out that new plants had been placed in the planters and watering these was essential. 
13.14 Cllr Dalton updated the Council on the recent School Governors meeting and passed on thanks that the Pale Field had been cut before the school’s sports day.

13.15 Cllr Stephens updated the Council on the situation with Save Our Signal Box.
13.16 Cllr Stephens updated the Council on the situation with FSEG.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 21:35.
It was agreed that the next meeting would be on the 2nd September 2025 in Llansaint Welfare Hall.
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