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St Ishmael Community Council

Draft Minutes of the Meeting held in Llansaint Welfare Hall on 2nd September 2025.
PRESENT: 


Cllr P Stephens, Cllr Holliday, Cllr Gibbon, Cllr Siddall, Cllr George, Cllr King, Cllr Batte, Cllr Dalton, Cllr Harding, Cllr Afzal, County Cllr LE Davies (late), and J Rees (Clerk). 
In the Chair: Cllr P Stephens
1. Apologies for Absence

RESOLVED that apologies for absence be accepted from Cllr Thomas and Cllr Wyld. 
2. Declaration of Interests


Cllr Dalton declared an interest in item 7 in reference to PBP Foodbank.
3. Public Participation
It was noted that no members of the public were in attendance. 
4. Minutes RESOLVED to confirm and sign minutes of the meeting held on the 8th July 2025 – proposed by Cllr Dalton and seconded by Cllr Gibbon. 
5. Matters Arising
5.1 Update on response from NRW re Save Our Sands correspondence – the Clerk read the correspondence from NRW, it was agreed that the Clerk write to the Local Harbour / NRW Marine Licensing to raise concerns regarding the dredging in the Estuary. 
5.2 Update on meeting with Crown Estate re Save Our Sands correspondence – the Clerk updated the Council on a meeting with a representative of Crown Estate. Crown Estate had funding available that may be able to help with the foreshore flood defences etc. It was agreed that CCC would be in the best position to take forward / maintain any works required. 
5.3 Update on the response from CCC re Save our Sands correspondence – CCC had offered to meet with the Community Council, it was agreed that this meeting be arranged asap. 
It was noted that Network Rail were due to meet at the end of September to discuss the issues raised with them re Tommy Dodd area. 

5.4 Update on the Llansaint Planters  - The Clerk reported that one of the three planters on the Square had broken and needed to be repaired or replaced. Cllr Afzal proposed that the planter be replaced and filled with summer bulbs / plants for next year, this was seconded by Cllr Dalton. Cllr Dalton proposed that the very overgrown shrubs in the planter under the Llansaint sign be removed and replaced with spring or summer bulbs, this was seconded by Cllr Afzal. The Clerk agreed to look at costs for planters and was asked to get a quote from the Men’s Shed. 
5.5 Update on the dog fouling banner – the banner had been collected and would be hung in the Pale Field asap.
5.6 Update on the Energy Supplier Direct Debit – the Clerk had sought advice from OVW and Barclays as directed by the Council to set up a Direct Debit. Utility Aid had advised that the best deal available was with British Gas at approx. £44 per month which would save the Council £32.93 per annum. The Clerk shared details of the charges. A 4-year deal had been recommended to take advantage of the lower prices and to give stability during this time. Cllr Gibbon proposed that this deal be accepted, this was seconded by Cllr Dalton. It was agreed that a letter be signed and sent to Barclays. It was signed by 2 bank signatories (Cllr Stephens and Cllr Batte). The Mandate Form (signed online by the Clerk and Cllr Stephens) and the letter would be posted to Barclays asap. The details of the DD would be presented monthly to the Council along with the cheque payments. 
5.7 Update on the AEDs – The Clerk informed the Council that pads in the Broadway defibrillator had expired and replacements had been ordered costing £91.19 (inc VAT and postage costs). 
5.8 Update on the Heolddu Solar Farm – the Clerk updated the Council on the response from the Solar Farm including information that the Statutory Consultation would take place later in 2025 before the application was submitted to PEDW. 
5.9 Update on Public Footpath 62/19 – the Clerk informed the Council that a further extension of the TRO was being sought by RoW, they were waiting for the Councils engineers to assess the safety of the wall (behind the White Lion) before works could commence. This was noted. 
5.10  Update on Autumn Works – the Clerk confirmed that Wenallt Spraying had confirmed that they could cut the Pale Field Hedge for the same price as last year (£250 plus VAT).  It was proposed by Cllr Batte that this price be accepted and that a price be sought for also cutting the Cemetery hedge (roadside, top and inside from the roadside, if possible). This was seconded by Cllr Stephens. 
6. To receive items of correspondence
	No
	Subject
	From
	Action

	1
	Litter
	S Adams

P Tillotson
	The Clerk read out separate concerns raised by Mr Adams and Mr Tillotson about red cockle bags and litter being washed ashore / found in hedgerows around St Ishmael. Mr Adams had collected 2113 items of litter since cockling began in July. The Clerk had contacted Fisheries to ask them to remind the cocklers of their responsibilities. 

Concern was raised that much of this, and numerous other issues, may be being exacerbated by poachers. The Clerk informed the Council that Llansteffan and Llanybri Community Council may be willing to send a join letter of concerns to the Fisheries / Senedd. The Council felt very let down by the Fisheries and the problems that had occurred since cockling had begun. Cllr Batte proposed sending a letter to Deputy First Minister Huw Irranca-Davies (also the Cabinet Secretary for Climate Change and Rural Affairs), this was seconded by Cllr Dalton. It was agreed that the Clerk would contact Llansteffan and Llanybri CC to request that they consider a joint letter raising issues of concern. 

	2
	Old Minutes
	D Smith
	The Clerk had put D Smith in contact with the CCC Archives to view the minutes required.

	3
	Local Government Pay Award 2025-26
	OVW
	The Clerk informed the Council that the Pay Award for 25-26 had been released. Cllr Batte proposed the increase in the Clerks salary from £8226.24 to £8,490.24 per annum be agreed and the backpay of £66.00 be paid, this was seconded by Cllr Dalton. 

	4
	Welsh Government Consultation on Revisions to the Separate Collection of Waste Materials for Recycling: A Code of Practice for Wales
	OVW
	The Consultation was brought to the attention of the Council and was noted.

	5
	Local Emergency Planning
	Llansaint Welfare Hall
	The Clerk informed the Council about the enquiry from Llansaint Welfare Hall regarding specific requirements for local emergency planning. Cllr Dalton agreed to inform LWH that any assistance that could be provided to the community would be appreciated. 

	6
	𝗜𝗺𝗽𝗼𝗿𝘁𝗮𝗻𝘁 𝗡𝗲𝘄𝘀! - 𝗬𝗼𝘂𝗿 𝗕𝗶𝗼𝗱𝗶𝘃𝗲𝗿𝘀𝗶𝘁𝘆 𝗧𝗲𝗮𝗺 𝗮𝘁 𝗢𝗻𝗲 𝗩𝗼𝗶𝗰𝗲 𝗪𝗮𝗹𝗲𝘀
	OVW
	The Clerk informed the Council that OVW were now offering opportunities to create biodiversity spaces. Cllr Batte proposed that the Clerk contact OVW and show an interest in trees, bulbs, wildflowers and nesting boxes and habitats, this was seconded by Cllr Dalton. 

	7
	Minutes
	N Tidswell
	Ms Tidswell had asked to view the 2010 – 2017 CC Minutes. 

The Clerk was asked to liaise with Cllr Stephens, Cllr Batte and Cllr King to facilitate the viewing of the minutes. 

	8
	Tidy Wales Awards 2025 - last chance to apply!
	OVW
	Noted

	9
	Sports Day
	H Williams
	Noted

	10
	Three Rivers Cockling
	N Wyer
	Noted

	11
	Save Our Sands NRW:06719420
	Marine Area Advice and Management Team, NRW
	Noted

	12
	Quote for replacement pads
	Primary Care
	Noted

	13
	IMPORTANT Representatives to attend Meetings
	OVW
	Shared

	14
	Three Rivers Cockle Fishery opening update
	Fisheries Management
	Shared

	15
	Quote
	Calon Hearts
	Noted

	16
	Energy Prices Could Spike Next Week – Lock in Rates Now
	Utility Aid
	Noted

	17
	Carmarthenshire Area Committee 1.7.25
	OVW
	Noted

	18
	July & August Newsletter
	Llansaint Welfare Hall
	Noted

	19
	BOAT 62/36 and bridlepath 62/48
	J Strong
	Shared

	20
	Heolddu Solar Farm - Community Benefits Workshop
	Heolddu Solar Farm Project Team


	Shared

	21
	Declaration of Interest – Solar Farm
	R Edgecombe
	Shared

	22
	One Voice Wales E-Bulletin Issue 6
	OVW
	Noted

	23
	Planning Applications 30/06/2025 - 04/07/2025
	CCC
	Noted

	24
	Rural crime survey
	P Davies
	Noted

	25
	Reminder - Upcoming Online Event from the Cost of Living Crisis Support Team
	OVW
	Noted

	26
	A 2025 Review in Wales on whether the job title "Clerk" accurately reflects the duties
	Via OVW 
	Noted

	27
	National Forest Landscape Scheme 2025/27
	Via OVW
	Noted 

	28
	Monthly Meeting
	DPP
	Noted

	29
	Public Services Ombudsman for Wales quarterly newsletter: April - June
	Via OVW
	Noted

	30
	Salem Cemetery Information
	Obborne Davies & Son
	Noted

	31
	Latest news from Planning Aid Wales
	Planning Aid Wales
	Noted

	32
	Fly Tipping Ferryside
	S Adams
	Noted

	33
	Planning Applications 07/07/2025 - 11/07/2025
	CCC
	Noted

	34
	Access to beach
	K Harding
	Noted

	35
	Broken swing in play area
	J Widdas
	Noted

	36
	LPfN grant launch
	Via OVW
	Noted

	37
	Workshops Next Week
	NFP Workshops
	Noted

	38
	Three Rivers Cockle Fishery opening update
	E Mills
	Noted

	39
	Utilities at St Ishmael Community Council
	D Dixon
	Noted

	40
	Old Minutes
	ECS Archivist
	Noted

	41
	Members’ Allowances: Annual Timetable of Actions
	OVW
	Noted

	42
	Automatic reply: Ferryside Foreshore Access
	Dame Nia Griffiths MP
	Noted

	43
	TRAINING DATES - JULY - SEPTEMBER 2025
	OVW
	Noted

	44
	𝗪𝗲𝗺𝗶𝗻𝗮𝗿/𝗪𝗲𝗯𝗶𝗻𝗮𝗿 - National Forest Landscape Scheme 2025/27
	Via OVW
	Noted

	45
	TfW Bulletin June 2025
	Via OVW
	Noted

	46
	Direct Debits
	A Harries
	Noted

	47
	Network Rail case: 250717-000125
	Network Rail
	Noted

	48
	Direct Debits
	E Smith
	Noted

	49
	Network Rail case: 250717-000125
	Via OVW
	Noted

	50
	Conservation order KEN652/2
	L Court
	Noted

	51
	One Voice Wales E-Bulletin edition 7
	OVW
	Noted

	52
	IMPACT - Llais monthly newsletter
	Llais
	Noted

	53
	Save Our Sands NRW:06719420
	E Lowe
	Noted

	54
	Conservation Area
	A Kent
	Noted

	55
	We received your claim for a VAT refund
	HM Revenue and Customs
	Noted

	56
	PL/09627 - Cais cynllunio ymgynghori - Planning application consultation
	Planning Consultations
	Noted

	57
	National Rail 250717-000125
	Cameron Boucher
	Noted

	58
	Reusable Cup Schemes - Survey and Event 28th July
	Via OVW
	Noted

	59
	Planning Applications 14/07/2025 - 18/07/2025
	CCC Planning
	Noted

	60
	Unsafe post
	N Griffiths, Highways
	Noted

	61
	Heolddu Solar Farm - Community Benefits Workshop (response)
	Heolddu Solar Farm Management Team
	Shared

	62
	South West Wales bus reform - publicity help
	Via OVW
	Shared

	63
	Don't forget to have your say in the annual residents survey
	CCC
	Shared

	64
	DPSC-233 Code of Conduct Training for Town and Community Councils
	R Edgecombe
	Shared

	65
	Planning Applications 21/07/2025 - 25/07/2025
	CCC
	Noted

	66
	Councillor enquiry ref CE733626242 Ferryside Foreshore - CCC Post Removed
	Public Rights of Way
	Noted

	67
	Commissioner's Newsletter - July 2025
	Via OVW
	Noted

	68
	Annual Report 2024-2025
	OPCC
	Shared

	69
	Town & Community Councils update
	CCC
	Shared

	70
	Vehicles at ferryside
	Fisheries
	Noted

	71
	FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR COUNCILLOR TRAINING WITH ONE VOICE WALES
	OVW
	Shared

	72
	All Wales Play Opportunities Grant – Capital
	CCC
	Noted

	73
	Ferryside Classic Club
	E Jenkins
	Noted

	74
	Cost of Living Crisis Project - Information and Resources
	OVW
	Noted

	75
	Planning Applications 28/07/2025 - 01/08/2025
	CCC
	Noted

	76
	CloudyIT Training in Welsh
	Via OVW
	Noted

	77
	One Voice Wales Constitution and Governance Framework
	OVW
	Shared

	78
	Invoice already paid discrepancy
	CYF Manager
	

	79
	Red Roses A477 junction - Senedd petition
	Via OVW
	Shared

	80
	Criminal Justice Board in Wales - Independent Advisory Group (vacancy)
	CCC
	Shared

	81
	Overcoming barriers to Net Zero in the public sector - Webinar Series
	OVW
	Shared

	82
	Monthly Meeting - Teams
	DPP
	Noted

	83
	PCC Bulletin
	OPCC Communication
	Noted

	84
	Report Fly Tipping Email - Reference: FS-Case-738885514
	CCC
	Noted

	85
	Save Our Sands
	E Hitchings
	Noted

	86
	Large Banner
	Pro Print
	Noted

	87
	Planning Applications 04/08/2025 - 08/08/2025
	CCC
	Noted

	88
	Bureau Newsletter
	CCC
	Shared

	89
	Financial Assistance
	PBP Foodbank
	Shared


7. Financial Assistance Requests

Ferryside Classic Club – the Clerk read an email regarding a donation. Unfortunately, no formal letter or bank details had been sent to the Clerk, the request was therefore noted. 

PBP Foodbank – the Clerk read a letter requesting a donation. Cllr Harding proposed a £100 donation; this was seconded by Cllr George. 
8. To Approve the following Accounts for payment 
FSEG – MUGA monthly standing charge (August) - £10.00
FSEG – MUGA monthly standing charge (Sept) - £10.00
Julie Rees – Clerks salary July – £707.52
Julie Rees – Travelling expenses July - £10.13
Julie Rees – General expenses July - £21.27
Julie Rees – Clerks salary August - £707.52
Julie Rees – Travelling expenses August - £10.13
Julie Rees – General expenses August - £10.00
Julie Rees – Clerks salary backpay (April – June) - £66.00
Julie Rees – Reimbursement for Broadway AED pads - £91.19 

(NET £75.99 VAT £15.20 GROSS £91.19)
HM Revenue and Customs (July and August) - £97.06
Mr M Leefe – Handyman hours (July) - £625.00
Mr M Leefe – Grass Cutting Tender (Cut of Field Boundary) - £150.00
Mr M Leefe – Handyman hours (August) - £625.00
Mr M Leefe – Grass Cutting Tender (Cut of Field Boundary) - £150.00

Wenallt Spraying – Grass Cutting Tender (Cut of Pale Field June) NET £300 VAT £60 GROSS £360
Wenallt Spraying – Brideway Tender Sept – NET £ VAT £ GROSS £280 VAT £56 GROSS £336
Wenallt Spraying – Grass Cutting Tender (Cut of Pale Field Sept) NET £300 VAT £60 GROSS £360
DG Pugh – Salem Cemetery Grass Cut (July) - £185.00

DG Pugh – Salem Cemetery Grass Cut (August) - £185.00

N&L Limited – Hanging baskets – NET £150.00 VAT £30.00 GROSS £180.00
Trustmark Design & Print Ltd – Dog Fouling Banner – NET £30.00 VAT £6.00 GROSS £36.00

SC Jones – Internal Audit - NET £150.00 VAT £30.00 GROSS £180.00

PBP Foodbank – Donation - £100.00
All payments were proposed for payment by Cllr Batte and seconded by Cllr Afzal. All in agreement.

RESOLVED that the cheques be duly signed. 
9. Creating a crossing at Ystrad Stream
It was agreed that the Clerk contact NRW to get further advice on a Flood Risk Activity Report prior to any decision being made. 
10. Access to the beach at Ferryside Foreshore
It was agreed that, if necessary, the matter would be discussed in another meeting. 
11. Review of Biodiversity Plan
The Clerk presented the Biodiversity Plan to the Council. Cllr Batte proposed the Plan for 2025-26 be accepted, this was seconded by Cllr Dalton. 
12. Autumn / Winter Events

Remembrance Day – it was agreed that the Clerk contact Mrs Squires (contact with British Legion) to order 2 x wreaths for Remembrance Day.
Christmas Event Ferryside – Cllr Stephens agreed to speak to Mr P Griffiths about arranging an event on the 28th November 2025. 

Christmas Event Llansaint – Cllr Dalton agreed to speak to Llansaint Welfare Hall to confirm that they were happy to organise the Christmas Event on the 6th December. 

Christmas Trees – it was agreed that the Clerk get quotes for Christmas trees. 
13. Any Other Business
13.1  Cllr Siddall asked about the Bryn Y Mor planning which had been submitted over the summer. 
13.2  Cllr Batte raised concern that the hedges had not been cut at the bottom of Tripenhad Road (near the Portway).
13.3  Cllr Batte informed the Council that two of the hanging baskets had to be taken down and had been placed under the noticeboard. 
13.4  Cllr Harding asked Cllr Davies for an update on the parking charges, no decision had yet been made on when the charges would be starting. 
13.5  Cllr Holliday raised concern with the Council regarding the faded road marking in Broadlay near Tim’s Garage. 

13.6  Cllr Holliday informed the Council that there was a Fashion Show being held at Calon Y Fferi in aid of the Men’s Shed on the 5th September, raffle tickets were also available. 

13.7  Cllr Holliday informed the Council that there was a Car Boot Sale at Calon Y Fferi on the 6th September.

13.8  Cllr Dalton had asked about the red bags left between Llansaint and Ferryside. The Clerk informed Cllr Dalton that red bags were used by litter pickers in the area.  
13.9  Cllr Stephens informed the Council about a compliment received on the upkeep of Salem Cemetery. 
13.10 The Clerk informed the Council that the Clerk had been invited to speak to Llangynderyn Community Council on the 1st September regarding the Council’s experience of taking over Salem Cemetery. 

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 21:15.
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